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River Netting Surveys – What’s in the River Tweed 
 
In 2006 and 2007 the Tweed Trout & Grayling Initiative and the Tweed Foundation 
experimented with netting sections of the River Tweed with a large Seine net to see what is 
there in terms of adult trout & Grayling. It became obvious from the start that the netting had 
limitations in its use. For example only flat sections of riverbed with no large boulders or tree 
roots/woody debris could be netted (not ideal trout habitat) and sections deeper that chest height 
posed a danger to the netting team. In addition it was clear that some fish were able to push their 
way out from under the net (this was witnessed first hand on a number of occasions) with 
capture efficiency being estimated at 20% for trout (although this can vary depending on 
physical characteristics of the areas netted and the efficiency of the netting team). However the 
net did prove successful in providing, at the least, a reasonable sample of what was present when 
four pools on the River Tweed were netted during summer 2006 and 2007 (three on the upper 
Tweed and one on the Lower Tweed). 
What follows is summary of the netting during both years. It is hoped that sections of the Middle 
Tweed, River Teviot, River Ettrick and River Whiteadder can be netted in 2009 or 2010 
(weather dependant). 
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The Seine net being drawn through a pool on 
the Upper Tweed – notice the stop net at the 

bottom designed to stop fish leaving the 
section 

The four largest trout netted from the section of 
river shown on the left – the smallest is around 

1lb and scale samples showed all to be wild 
Brown Trout 
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Fish that have been netted and processed 
(counted, lengths recorded, scales taken, etc) 

are kept in storage boxes before being released 
unharmed – this box from the Upper Tweed 
pool shown on the previous page has been 

lifted up slightly to show its contents 

A ¾ lb Brown Trout (the type of trout that 
most would consider a good takeable trout) – 

18 Brown Trout over 20cm (8”); 41 under 
20cm trout and one Sea Trout were netted from 
the Upper Tweed pool shown on the previous 

page 

A large Upper Tweed grayling (approx. 2 ½ lb) 
– 30 grayling over 20cm (8”) and six grayling 

under 20cm were netted from the Upper Tweed 
pool shown on the previous page 

Fish being taken from the Seine net to aerated 
holding tubs awaiting processing at a netting 
site on the Lower Tweed (the site covered 

approx. ½ a pool). 



 3 

Electro-fishing 
 
In Summer 2007 the Tweed Trout & Grayling Initiative continued its electro-fishing surveys of 
the trout spawning burns of the Tweed system moving onto the River Teviot and its tributaries 
Electro-fishing is a method of sampling/catching juvenile fish in trout spawning burns which are 
generally 2m in width and smaller – larger channels are dominated by spawning salmon. The 
surveys are repeats of work carried out by the Tweed Foundation in the 1990’s. Interestingly the 
results suggest that wet summers (like the summer of 2007) allow trout spawning burns to retain 
more trout parr than dry summers when the burns have less water. While wet summers may be 
bad for sun worshipers it is possible that they are good for trout due to the extra water (and 
therefore space) present in the rivers/streams. The Whiteadder and Leader systems are being 
electro-fished in Autumn 2008, weather permitting. 
Shown below are examples of burns electro-fished on the Teviot system last year and their trout 
catch (all trout are returned unharmed). 

A 46cm (18” or approximately 2lb) wild 
Brown Tout netted at a netting site on the 

Lower Tweed – a useful number of trout over 
20cm (8”) were netted there 

Another Lower Tweed wild Brown Trout – this 
one is approximately 1½ lb and has an oddly 

shaped head 
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Tweedstart 

 
In 2008 the Tweed Trout & Grayling Initiative has been fulfilling the educational side of its 
remit by assisting with Tweedsart. Tweedstart is an Initiative started by local casting instructor 
Eoin Fairgrieve that aims to introduce the next generations to angling. Tweedstart does this by 
targeting schools and offering them/their students a day’s fishing instruction accompanied by all 
manner of other educational fish/fishing related activities. The Tweed Trout & Grayling 
Initiative’s involvement is on the educational side teaching invertebrate recognition and fish life 
histories. Schools from many different parts of the Tweed catchment have already reaped the 
benefits of a Tweedstart day. 
Find out more about Tweedstart at:- www.tweedstart.org.uk 
 

Help the Tweed Trout & Grayling Initiative  
 

The Tweed Trout & Grayling Initiative will be carries out field-work during the each trout 
fishing season, the most common of which will be the electro-fishing of the trout spawning 
burns of the Tweed system and trout spawning burn habitat work. The speed/progress of this 
field work is greatly increased by help we receive from volunteers. If you would like to assist us 
or find out more about our work please contact us on the contact details below. 
 

Contact Details:  
Kenny Galt, Tweed Trout & Grayling Biologist 

The Tweed Foundation, Drygrange Steading, Melrose, Roxburghshire, TD6 9DJ. Tel:  01896 848 271, 
E-mail:  kgalt@tweedfoundation.org.uk, Web site: www.ttgi.org.uk 

Previous page – a three minute electro-fishing sample (covering approx. ¼ the area of burn seen in 
the photo) on the Linhope Burn produced 31 trout fry (0 year old), and seven one year old trout parr 

with five trout being missed 
Below – a three minute sample on the Northhouse Burn (covering much of the pool seen in the 

photo) produced seven trout fry, 25 one year old trout parr and two, two year old trout parr with six 
trout being missed (seven juvenile salmon were also caught) 


