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2009 Brown Trout Catch – Leader, Blackadder & Eye Waters 

 

The Tweed Trout & Grayling Initiative (TTGI) would like to take this opportunity to thank all of those who filled 
in catch log books during 2009. What follows is a short summary of the catches recorded from the Leader, 
Blackadder & Eye Waters during the 2009 fishing season with comparisons to the records from 2006, 2007 and 
2008. The data this is based on comes from catch log books handed out to, and returned by, Leader, Blackadder 
and Eye anglers. 
Note: So that different areas of the Tweed catchment can be compared the size limit for all log books has been standardized at 
10 inches. Therefore all fish referred to as “Undersize” are less than 10” and all fish referred to as “Oversize” are 10” and 
over. All information on fish sizes is based on angler estimates. 
 

Average Catch Rates – 2006 to 2009 
 
Charts 1 and 2 show that 
the average catch rates of 
both oversize and 
undersize trout from the 
Leader and Blackadder 
show no real pattern. This 
may be as a result of the 
low numbers of log books 
returned by anglers. As a 
result a longer run of catch 
data is needed to average 
out biases caused by angler 
ability, time fished, 
weather, river heights, etc 
so that trends in the data 
can be seen. The Eye 
Water catch in Chart 3 
shows an increase in 
undersize trout and a 
decrease in oversize. This 
may be showing an effect 
of increasing juvenile 
numbers on adult 
growth/survival. However 
as with the Leader and 
Blackadder there are only a 
few log books returned by 
Eye anglers which may be 
biasing the data. As such 
the accuracy is not 
guaranteed and data is 
required from more years 
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Chart 2 - Average Catch Rates - Blackadder 2006 to 2009

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

2006 2007 2008 2009

Year

A
ve

ra
g

e 
C

at
ch

 p
er

 F
o

u
r 

H
ou

rs

Undersize Tr

Oversize Tr

Chart 1 - Average Catch Rates - Leader Water 2006 t o 2009
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to see if this pattern 
continues/is accurate. The 
catches from all three 
waters are dominated by 
undersize trout although a 
number of these will be 
20cm to 24cm (8” to 9”) 
adult trout and are 
included as undersize due 
to the standardizing of size 
limits needed to compare 
different parts of the 
Tweed and Eye 
catchments. 
 
 

 
Takeable Brown Trout Size – 2006 to 2009 

 
Charts 4, 5 and 6 show that the 
oversize trout catches for the 
Leader, Blackadder and Eye are 
dominated by trout in the 
smallest oversize category (25cm 
to 30cm or 10” to 3/4lb). Bearing 
in mind that the total catches are 
dominated by undersized trout 
(shown earlier) this would 
suggest that all three waters 
could be described as “small 
trout” waters compared to larger 
channels (e.g. the main Tweed) 
with fish rarely reaching over 
30cm (3/4lb). Given the larger 

average size of the trout caught 
on the Tweed (shown in previous 
catch reports) we would expect 
that the Leader trout drop into the 
Tweed as they grow  and fish 
counter results do show large 
adult trout returning to the 
neighbouring Gala Water at 
spawning time. However the 
Blackadder flows into the 
Whiteadder, which has similar 
sizes of trout to it, and the Eye 
flows into the sea with no “River 
Tweed” into which fish can drop. 
If they produced large trout they 
would have to be seen in the 

Chart 4 - Size of Oversize Brown-trout Caught on th e Leader 
water - 2006 to 2009 Combined
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Chart 5 - Size of Oversize Brown-trout Caught on th e 
Blackadder - 2006 to 2009 Combined
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Chart 3 - Average Catch Rates - Eye Water 2007 to 2 009
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catches, yet aren’t. It is possible 
that to have large resident Brown 
Trout a wide, deep channel like 
the main Tweed is required as 
habitat. This would follow the old 
angling proverbs “the bigger the 
water the bigger the trout”. The 
opposite of which is “the smaller 
the water the smaller the trout”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Takeable Brown Trout Release Rate – 2006 to 2009 

 
Charts 7, 8 and 9 show that like most 
other parts of the Tweed system 
(shown in previous catch reports) the 
release rate of Leader, Blackadder 
and Eye Water oversize trout is high 
with the majority of trout being 
returned to the water. The release 
rate from the Leader is the highest 
with no trout killed by log book 
contributors in the last four years. 
There was one dip in the release rate 
from the Eye Water which is more 
likely to reflect few log books being 
returned rather than the actual 
percentage of fish killed that year. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

continued overleaf 

 

Chart 7 - Average Release Rate of Oversize Trout by  Leader 
Anglers - 2006 to 2009
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Chart 8 - Average Release Rate of Oversize Trout by  
Blackadder Anglers - 2006 to 2009
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Chart 6 - Size of Oversize Brown-trout Caught on th e Eye Water - 
2007 to 2009 Combined
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Catches Data from Other Areas and the Work of the Tweed Trout & Grayling Initiative 

 
Catch reports from the Upper Tweed, Middle Tweed, Lower Tweed, Ettrick & Yarrow, Teviot and Whiteadder can 
be downloaded from the “Downloads” section of the Tweed Trout & Grayling Initiative web site:- www.ttgi.org.uk 
Alternatively they can be requested from The Tweed Foundation at:- 
 

The Tweed Foundation, Drygrange Steading, Melrose, Roxburghshire. TD6 9DJ. Tel: 01896 848 271 
 
The TTGI website will also provide more information on the work being carried out by the Initiative and the 
Angling Associations involved. Work being carried out includes:- Monitoring Association water’s, angler surveys, 
catch recording, trout spawning burn surveys (both for trout numbers and habitat quality), monitoring angling 
pressure, river fly life studies, studies of trout spawning populations/behaviour, river netting (to provide a sample 
of adult fish), trout & Grayling scale collecting, Grayling tagging, Grayling spawning mapping, predator counts 
and educational work. 
 

 
Angler being taught how to collect river flies at a TTGI 

training day 

 
An obstacle to returning adult trout within the Teviot system 

recorded during a habitat survey 

 
Large Brown Trout caught whilst studying spawning 

populations/behaviour 

 
Grayling tagging on the Tweed with local angling volunteers 

providing the fish 
 

Chart 9 - Average Release Rate of Oversize Trout by  Eye 
Anglers - 2007 to 2009
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