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2009 Brown Trout Catch – the Rivers Ettrick & Yarrow 

 

The Tweed Trout & Grayling Initiative (TTGI) would like to take this opportunity to thank all of those 
who filled in catch log books during 2009. What follows is a short summary of the catches recorded from 
the Rivers Ettrick and Yarrow during the 2009 fishing season with comparisons to the records from 2006, 
2007 and 2008. The data this is based on comes from catch log books handed out to, and returned by, 
Selkirk & District Angling Association members. Four log books were returned for 2009 covering 26 
fishing trips and 77 fishing hours. 
Note: So that different areas of the Tweed catchment can be compared the size limit for all log books has been standardized at 
10 inches. Therefore all fish referred to as “Undersize” are less than 10” and all fish referred to as “Oversize” are 10” and 
over. All information on fish sizes is based on angler estimates. 
 

Section 1 – Ettrick & Yarrow Average Catch Rates – 2006 to 2009 
 
Chart 1 – The average catch rate for Brown Trout, expressed as the number caught per four hours fishing effort, 
on the Ettrick & Yarrow – 2006 to 2009 

Chart 1 - Average Catch Rates - Ettrick & Yarrow 20 06 to 2009
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The average catches of both oversize and undersize trout from the Ettrick & Yarrow have varied over the 
four years catch data has been collected with no apparent trend in the catches. However low log book 
returns can explain some of the variation. In 2006 and 2007 very few catch records were returned. As a 
result there is a high probability that the catches have been biased by time of year, angler ability, day to 
day conditions and a number of other variables. In 2008 and 2009 a far larger catch return was collected 
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thanks to efforts made by the Selkirk & District AA. As a result these years most likely give a truer 
reflection of the average catches as enough data is available to “average out” some catch biases. 
 
Chart 2 – Sizes groups of oversize Brown Trout caught on the Ettrick & Yarrow, expressed as a percentage of the 
total catch – 2006 to 2009 combined 

Chart 2 - Size of Oversize Brown-trout Caught on th e Ettrick & Yarrow - 2006 to 2009 Combined
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Chart 2 combines all the oversize (25cm+ or 10”+) trout recorded for the Ettrick & Yarrow over the last 
four years. By looking at the combined data, and presenting the number of trout for each size group as a 
percentage of this, a larger sample is available giving a more accurate picture. Most of the oversize 
Brown Trout in the Ettrick & Yarrow fall into the smallest oversize size class (25-30cm or 10 to 12”). 
However, despite this, the Ettrick catch of larger trout (30cm or 12” and over) actually compare favorably 
to other parts of the Tweed system with over 40% of oversize trout being over 30cm Catch data (shown 
on previous catch summaries) has shown that, generally speaking, the smaller the fishable water within 
the Tweed system the higher the percentage of oversize trout in the smallest size category and the higher 
the catch of undersize trout. Catches of larger trout (over 30cm or 12” or ¾ lb) appear to increase with 
increasing distance from major areas of trout spawning (such as headwaters), suggesting that big Brown 
Trout seek out deeper water and larger channels as they age and grow and can potentially (and most 
probably) undertake large downstream migrations within the Tweed system. This has significant 
management implications as restoring trout production in Ettrick/Yarrow burns with low trout numbers 
has the potential to increase the number of trout dropping into the Ettrick/Yarrow and the Tweed 
downstream of the Ettrick/Tweed junction. In addition protecting adults in the Tweed downstream of the 
junction, as well as in the Ettrick & Yarrow, has the potential to improve the number of trout being 
produced in the Ettrick/Yarrow trout burns which will eventually drop out and stock the two areas with 
wild fish. However the catch data would suggest that the Ettrick & Yarrow hold a higher percentage of 
their larger Brown Trout than smaller Tweed tributaries so that while the statements made above are 
likely to be true, the rate of fish dropping out into the Tweed is probably proportionally less than that of 
smaller tributaries like the Gala Water. 
 

Section 2 - Trout Spawning Burns 
 
The TTGI is currently undertaking a programme aimed at looking at the trout spawning burns of the 
Ettrick & Yarrow in an attempt to find areas where they can be protected or even improved/restored. At 
present the project involves investigating the juvenile trout populations in these burns through, firstly, 
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electro-fishing to assess fish numbers and then with habitat surveys where lower than expected fish 
numbers are found in an attempt to find a cause.  It is hoped that when trout burns with problems are 
identified this will lead to opportunities for habitat restoration, the desired outcome being more juvenile 
production and therefore more trout dropping out of these burns and into the Ettrick & Yarrow. Areas of 
high production, the backbone of the trout population, can also be highlighted for protection. A number of 
burns have already been surveyed and it is planned that this will lead to habitat restoration in the near 
future. If you would like to assist/accompany the TTGI with its electro-fishing surveys please contact 
Kenny Galt at the Tweed Foundation. Contact details are at the bottom of the page. 
 

A bridge apron on a Yarrow Water burn cutting off fish 
access to the area above 

Overshading on a burn flowing into the Tima Water prevents 
algal growth on the streambed and reduces production and 

increases bankside erosion resulting in a wider and shallower 
burn 

A raised pipe bridge:  electro-fishing can assess whether this 
bridge restricts spawning trout passage upstream 

Flood damage on a Yarrow Water trout spawning burn 

 
Section 3 - Other TTGI Work 

 
The TTGI is continuing a number of different projects within/around the waters of each member Angling 
Association. Those within the Ettrick and Yarrow area include fly life surveys; main stem habitat 
monitoring through standardised photographs; trout scale sampling (the scales show age, growth rate and 
can sometimes reveal information on behaviour); measuring angling pressure (low, as most 
Ettrick/Yarrrow anglers know: however this allows changes in angling pressure to be quickly identified) 
and the catch recording and trout burn projects already mentioned in this newsletter. In addition the TTGI 
has assisted the Tweedstart Initiative which introduces Border children to angling. Tweedstart works 
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through schools with hundreds of children experiencing Tweedstart days annually, including some from 
within the Ettrick & Yarrow catchment. 
 

 
A standardized monitoring site on the Ettrick 

 
Fly life sampling on the Ettrick by Selkirk & District AA 

volunteers 

 
An undersize Brown Trout caught, and recorded in a log 

book, from the Yarrow Water 

 
The adult Olive Upright (Rithrogena semicolorata), juveniles 
of this species are very common in fly life samples from the 

Ettrick and Yarrow 
 
In addition the TTGI is now able to net sections of main river to collect samples of adult fish from within 
Angling Association waters. Although netting is not 100% effective and many fish get/push their way 
out, it also does give an idea of the minimum number of fish present. Unfortunately netting needs very 
low water flows and the last three summers have been wash-outs. However it is hoped that if we get a dry 
summer, and if a suitable site can be found, a section of the Ettrick can be netted and the results reported 
on in future newsletters. 
 

Contact Details 
 
Kenny Galt 
The Tweed Foundation, 
Drygrange Steading, 
Melrose, Roxburghshire, 
TD6 9DJ 
Tel: 01896 848 271 or 07900 693 161 (out of work hours) 
E-mail: kgalt@tweedfoundation.org.uk. 


